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Governor’s Office: 
Uptick in Cases Manageable as Interisland Travel Resumes 
“It is safe to travel between islands,” Governor David Ige said at an afternoon news briefing.  
The governor said an increase in cases was expected as businesses and activities reopened 
across the state and Hawai‘i still has the lowest COVID-19 numbers in the nation. Most 
importantly, he said, the state has ample capacity to continue handling the relatively low number 
of new cases. Governor Ige asked interisland travelers to fill out the required travel and health 
form before arriving at the airport and to arrive early to have enough time to get through the new 
screening process. He reiterated that Hawai‘i continues to do great because most people are 
accepting personal responsibility such as physical distancing, wearing face covering, washing 
your hands, avoiding large groups, and staying home if you feel sick. 
 

Department of Health: 
Eight New COVID-19 Cases on O‘ahu 
After 17 new cases on Saturday and five (5) new cases on Sunday, DOH reports today eight (8) 
additional coronavirus cases, all on O‘ahu and all are adults. All of the latest cases are a result 
of community transmission of the virus and none are associated with travel. One new case is a 
resident of a skilled nursing facility where increased infection control precautions are underway. 
Other new cases today are spread geographically across O‘ahu, which demonstrates that 
infections can occur anywhere, and this is why continuation of prevention practices (physical 
distancing, wearing masks, avoiding crowds), is so important. Two cases reported on Sunday 
were travel-associated, so this continues to be a risk factor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hawai‘i COVID-19 Counts as of 12:00 noon, June 15, 2020 

Island of Diagnosis New 
Cases 

Reported since 
2/28/2020 
(including new cases) 

Total Released from 
Isolation* 

O‘ahu 8 501 416 

Hawai‘i 0 82 81 

Maui 0 118 111 

Kaua‘i 0 21 20 

Moloka‘i 0 2 2 

Lana‘i 0 0 0 

Residents Diagnosed 
outside HI 

0 12  

Unknown 0 0  

Total 8 736  

Total released from 
isolation 

  630 

Deaths 0 17  

* Includes cases that meet isolation release criteria.  

 
Laboratory* Testing Data 
There were 2,690 additional COVID-19 tests reported via electronic laboratory reporting from 
Friday at 12:00 noon until today. 

Total Number of Individuals Tested 
by Clinical and State Laboratories 

Positive Negative 

62,028** 734 61,280 

*Electronic Laboratory Reporting  **14 test results were inconclusive 
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For more tables, charts and visualizations visit the new dashboard from the DOH Disease 
Outbreak Control Division: https://health.hawaii.gov/coronavirusdisease2019/what-you-should-
know/current-situation-in-hawaii/ 
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Two Cases in Skilled Nursing Facility on O‘ahu 
DOH continues to investigate two cases of coronavirus at the Hale Nani Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center. Last week, there was a reported case in a healthcare worker, who had an 
identified infection source in the community, outside of the healthcare setting. The skilled 
nursing facility implemented extensive infection control measures in response to this initial case, 
and active monitoring and serial testing are being performed for all residents and staff. A new 
resident case had been admitted to the facility shortly before identification of the positive 
healthcare worker. The resident initially tested negative for COVID-19 but then had a change in 
clinical status to positive, requiring transfer of the resident to a hospital. This is the first COVID-
19 case involving a resident of a skilled nursing facility, though DOH is investigating whether the 
patient was infected in the community prior to admission at Hale Nani. 
 
Contact Tracing an Important Component of Health Response 
The case noted above, highlights the importance of the state’s contact tracing program, 
according to Health Director Dr. Bruce Anderson. He reports that the DOH – University of 
Hawai‘i statewide contact tracing training program is going well. At today’s news briefing 
Anderson described the two different tracks. “One,” he said, “is geared toward those with 
backgrounds in public health and requires an undergraduate degree and a clinical health 
background.” 375 individuals are scheduled to finish their training by mid-July which is more 
than the original target of 320 people. The second track, known as the community tracer 
program, takes six weeks to complete. Participants need an undergraduate degree but not 
clinical experience. It’s expected 250 contact tracers will be trained in this track by the end of 
June 2021. 
 
The Augmented Community Health Worker Training program has a goal of 100 trainees ready 
to go by May 2021.  
 
Kaua‘i Health Office Releases COVID-19 Survey Results  
More than half (57 percent) of Kaua‘i households have at least one person in their home who 
lost their job as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the resulting economic strain is 
affecting the mental health of Garden Island residents. Those are the findings from a 
Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) survey conducted 
in April by DOH’s Kaua‘i District Health Office. Although Kaua‘i households are relatively stable 
in terms of housing, food, and other basic necessities, one third are very concerned or 
somewhat concerned about their ability to pay the following month’s rent or mortgage. These 
concerns are being exacerbated by the approaching termination dates of state and federal 
financial assistance programs, and moratoriums on rental evictions and utility shutoffs. Kaua‘i 
District Health Officer Dr. Janet Berreman said, “The 2020 Kaua‘i CASPER collected invaluable 
data that we can use to inform state and county emergency response operations and enable 
DOH and Kaua‘i County to better meet community health and other resource needs over the 
next few months.” 
  
Nearly one-third of households (32 percent) surveyed indicated they are experiencing emotional 
distress related to the pandemic. Of those, 21 percent did not know where to seek help if they 
need it. Most Kaua‘i households seem to be weathering the pandemic moderately well, with 60 
percent reporting a low stress level. However, 34 percent reported a medium level of stress and 
5 percent reported their stress level as high, near the breaking point. Mental health resources 
are limited on Kaua‘i, so the report recommends the health department, mental health service 
providers, and the county continue to work together to improve access to culturally appropriate, 
affordable behavioral health services, including non-traditional approaches such as telehealth 
visits. Other recommendations include using CARES Act funds for direct assistance programs 



such as rental assistance, small business loans, childcare programs, and behavioral health 
programs. It also says the state should consider developing a temporary workforce program 
focused on infrastructure improvements and conservation projects for individuals who may not 
be rehired because of a diminished visitor industry. Learn more:  

https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/kauai-district-health-office-announces-casper-
covid-19-survey-results/ 
 
 
Interisland Travel & Health Forms Now Available Online 

In advance of the reopening of interisland travel in Hawai‘i, tomorrow, DOH is directing travelers 
to a new website, where you can download the mandatory interisland travel and health form.  
  
Governor David Ige said, “I know family and friends across the state are looking forward to 
getting together when the interisland travel quarantine is lifted on Tuesday. Flying between 
islands will be a different experience. We ask for your patience as the new procedures are 
implemented. Do your part to make interisland travel safe - practice physical distancing and 
wear your face covering.” Governor Ige also strongly encourages people to fill in the form before 
they get to the airport. 
  
Dr. Sarah Park, Hawai‘i State Epidemiologist and chief of the DOH Disease Outbreak Control 
Division said, “Anyone contemplating traveling between islands beginning Tuesday, or 
thereafter, should go to the website, which includes a complete list of frequently asked 
questions. You can download the travel and health form, fill, print, and bring it with you to the 
airport.” Dr. Park added, “We all must continue the safe practices that led to the decision to 
resume interisland travel. These safe practices: physical distancing, using masks in public, 
washing our hands, and staying home when sick, are just as important now, as they were three 
months ago.” More detail: https://health.hawaii.gov/travel/.  
 
Personal Responsibility for Safe Practices Emphasized 
Governor Ige and Hawai‘i’s leading health experts continue to emphasize the need for all 
residents to take personal responsibility for protecting themselves and their loved ones from 
COVID-19. The healthcare system can handle increases in cases through the ability to 
investigate them, conduct testing and contact tracing. At today’s news briefing, Health Director 
Dr. Bruce Anderson said, “Several weeks with very low or no new cases, unfortunately led many 
people to relax their prevention behaviors (masking and physical distancing). As we continue to 
see the expected uptick in cases, we urge everyone to practice these behaviors for the sake of 
your family, kupuna, and your community.” 

 
17 Additional Cases of COVID-19 on O‘ahu Reported on Saturday 
The DOH Outbreak Control Division reported a second day of relatively high coronavirus case 
numbers in Honolulu. All but one, of the new cases, are adult residents on O‘ahu. Two of the 
additional cases are related to a household cluster, where 12 individuals have now tested 
positive. Some 300 residents in surrounding households have been tested as part of community 
outreach and screening and all have tested negative, apart from those in the single household. 
Read full release: https://hawaiicovid19.com/17-additional-cases-of-covid-19-on-oahu-in-latest-
reporting-period/ 
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Hawai‘i Tourism Authority: 
1,847 Passengers Arrive on Sunday 
Yesterday, a total of 1,847 people arrived in Hawai‘i including 488 visitors and 543 returning 
residents. There was a total of 22 arriving flights. This table shows the number of people who 
arrived by air from out of state yesterday but does not show interisland travel.  
 
AIRPORT ARRIVALS FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2020 

 KONA MAUI O‘AHU LĪHUʻE TOTAL 

Crew 19 12 178  209 

Transit   116  116 

Military   185  185 

Exempt   208  208 

Relocate to Hawai‘i 11 10 77  98 

Returning Resident 48 47 448  543 

Visitor 67 40 381  488 

GRAND TOTAL 145 109 1,593 0 1,847 

Flights 7 2 13 0 22 

Monday release:  
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4734/061520-passenger-count-press-release.pdf 
 
Sunday release:  
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4733/061420-passenger-count-press-release.pdf 
 
Saturday release:  
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4732/061320-passenger-count-press-release.pdf 
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